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The bills from the Cooksville 
blast on Feb. 11 are just starting 
to come in, and storeowner 
Ayman Shams can only shake his 
head in disgust. 

“Business-wise, we were closed 
for five days. We lost about 
$3000 worth of meat,” he said. 

Police and emergency crews 
cordoned off the area and busi- 
ness owners were not allowed in 
to try and salvage food and sup- 


Book your Swimming Pool 
opening now 
and avoid the rush. 
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Hydro and construction workers continue to excavate the area near the corner of Hurontario and Agnes Street, where an explosion 


rocked the area on Feb. 11. (Submitted Photo) 


plies. “There was a lot of meat, 
we weren't allowed here for 
safety reasons until [last] Tues- 
day.” 

A gas leak is suspected of caus- 
ing the explosion the morning of 
Sunday, Feb. 11, which destroyed 
a plaza, damaged a high school 
and sent five people to hospital 
with injuries. 

Shams says his first instinct 
was that it wasn’t an accident. 


“It seems sketchy. We have gas 
stoves. It didn’t seem like it was 
a regular pilot issue. It seems 
like it was on ele like some- 
one just cranked up the gas.’ 

After the explosion, a fire 
burned steadily for much of the 
day due to a broken natural gas 
line that fuelled the blaze. 
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Celebrate and Recognize Excellence 4 
in Mississauga’s Creative Community 


Mississauga Arts Council’s 24th annual Mississauga 
Arts Awards (The MARTYs) are coming back to the city 
on May 10, 2018. 


Arts 


Council 


A Mississauga 


It’s time for Mississauga’s art community to think 
about the artists and performances that moved them in 
the last year. 


Nominations for all MARTY Awards and 
Certificates of Excellence are now open until March 
9, 2018. 
THE 24TH ANNUAL 
2018 MARTY Award Categories: MISSISSAUGA ARTS AWARDS 
- Lifetime Achievement 
- Hazel McCallion Volunteer of the Year 
- Laurie Pallett Patron of the Arts 
- Festival of the Year 
- Creative Design 
- Music: Group - Emerging/Established 
- Music: Solo Instrumental - Emerging/Established 
- Music: Solo Vocalist - Emerging/Established 
- Visual Arts - Emerging/Established 
- Media Arts - Emerging/Established 
- Literary Arts - Emerging/Established 
- Theatre Arts - Emerging/Established 
- Dance - Emerging/Established 


} AMA 
‘Dancing Kizomba’ artist and MARTY winner Alx Veliz 


The Mississauga Arts Council urges the public and Author Rober: | sSevyer wid Mayor Bonnie Crombie 


creative leaders to nominate deserving artists whose 
works contribute to Mississauga’s dynamic and diverse 
community. 


In 2017, the MARTY Awards celebrated the achievments of many 
significant Mississauga artists who’ve experienced international 
success 


To start the nomination process, visit: 


bee ; Writer Robert J. Sawyer was awarded the Lifetime Achievement 
www.mississaugaartscouncil.com/the-martys/. 


Award by Mayor Bonnie Crombie, dedicated volunteer leader Jake 


The Mississauga Arts Awards will take place on May Dheer won the Hazel McCallion Volunteer of the Year, and Alx Veliz- 
10, 2018 at the Mississauga Convention Centre. 


the artist behind the internationally hit song Dancing Kizomba - took 
home the Established Music award. 


NEXT WEEK: Open Mic LIVE Featuring the 
Best of Mississauga's Talent! 


Hosted by musician Tom Taylor, in partnership with the Living Arts 
Centre and Mississauga Arts Council, Open Mic LIVE features a 
line-up of seasoned musicians and emerging peformers from around 
the city. 


Mississauga's Our Way Trio plays at the January 2018 Open Mic LIVE. Cover is $5, deductible from bill. February 21 at 6:30PM, LIVE Restaurant. 
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Brampton will have to “fight” for its “fair” share of federal cash, says Liberal MP 


by Marco Patrone 


Brampton will have to 
“fight” to get its “fair share” 
of funding from Ottawa, ac- 
cording to Liberal MP Ruby 
Sahota. 

In a tweet welcomin 
Brampton Mayor Linda Jef- 
frey to Ottawa Thursday 
ahead of Jeffrey's meetings 
with Finance Minister Bill 
Morneau, Sahota said, “Wel- 
come back to Ottawa. Bring 
on the fight for our fair 
share, we’re with you every 
step of the way!” 

The message was in re- 
sponse to Jeffrey’s tweet, 
saying she was in Ottawa for 
meetings with ministers 
ahead of the federal govern- 
ment’s next budget on Feb. 
27. 
Sahota’s message appears 
to suggest Jeffrey will have a 
battle on her hands just to 
get what’s “fair.” 

Jeffrey responded  b 
tweeting, “Know we are well 
represented.” 

But last week, in a live on- 
line question and answer 
session with residents on 


Reddit, Jeffery blasted those 
same local MPs for not doing 
enough to push for federal 
transit funding. 

"As for funding on Queen 
LRT,” wrote Jeffrey, “hold 
accountable the many Fed- 
eral / Provincial Liberal MPs 
/ Ministers in our region. 
They are good at door 
knocking during elections, 
but don't appear to be visible 
in championing benchmark 
Brampton projects. Missis- 
sauga seems to get govern- 
ment funding at ease, while 
Brampton voter base is 
taken for granted.” 

Jeffrey's meetings with 
federal ministers in Ottawa 
caught some of her council 
colleagues by surprise. 

Regional Councillor Elaine 
Moore says the mayor didn’t 
tell all councillors why she 
was going to Ottawa nor did 
she consult with all council- 
lors ahead of those meetings 
with the feds. 

"She mentioned she was 
going to Ottawa late yester- 
day (Wed) at our meeting 


but she didn’t report to us 
why she was going,” Moore 
said. 

The upcoming federal 
budget comes on the heels of 
a dismal jobs report in which 
Canada Tost the most num- 
ber of jobs in nine years, 
with the biggest hit on 
record in part-time jobs. 

Ontario's Economic Devel- 
opment Minister Steven Del 
Duca told Peel Daily News 
last week, the drop could not 
be attributed to the provin- 
cial hike in the minimum 
wage given the job losses 
were spread across the coun- 
try including provinces in 
which there was no adjust- 
ment to the minimum wage. 

Del Duca says the drop 
could be seasonal following 
the holiday retail season. A 
year earlier in January 2017, 
statistics Canada reported 
"part-time employment was 
up on a_ year-over-year 
basis.” 

The Trump tax cuts have 
given the U.S economy a 
boost, leading to corporate 


Brampton Mayor Linda Jeffrey speaks to a participant during a meeting with Finance Minister Bill 
Morneau last week in Ottawa. (Submitted Photo) 


bonuses for millions of 
workers in the U.S. 

In this country, Justin 
Trudeau has thus far resisted 
calls for similar steps aimed 
at reducing the tax and reg- 
ulatory burden on business. 


Given Canada’s reliance on 
trade with the U.S, the 
Trump tax cuts may have a 
negative impact on_ this 
country’s competitiveness. 

Canada is also dealing with 
stubborn federal deficits. 


Morneau’s fall fiscal state- 
ment predicted a deficit of 
$18.4 billion in 2017-18 and 
a $15.6-billion shortfall in 
2018-19. 


“Peacemaker” Tovey's death could “derail” waterfront development, says project advocate 


by Marco Patrone 


A planned redevelopment 
of Mississauga’s waterfront 
could be “derailed” unless a 
suitable replacement for de- 
ceased councillor Jim Tovey 
is found, says a supporter of 
the West Village project. 

Don McVie, who may run 
for the Ward One seat this 
fall, says Tovey’s sudden 
death in January could lead to 
delays in plans to redevelop 
the former 72-acre Imperial 
Oil site. 

With a summer break and a 
fall election on the way, criti- 
cal decisions may not get 
made, pushing the project 
back a year. McVie had been 
working with Tovey to make 
sure the community had a 
strong voice in planning the 
huge development. 

“The unfortunate timing of 
Jim’s passing, in a way, could- 
n't have been worse because 
cities don’t get very much 
done in election years,” he 
said. 

“Tf decisions aren’t resolved 


about entitlements, how 
you're proceeding, and ap- 
proval of master plans, if they 
go into summer and they’re 
unresolved, you come into fall 
with an imminent election. 
That could cost a year.” 

Tovey’s skill was as inter- 
mediary, navigating between 
the communities he served, 
City staff and developers 
while ensuring everyone’s 
voice was heard, understood 
and respected. 

“The peril is the commu- 
nity and the developer are on 
a trajectory,” McVie said. “I 
think that a guy like Jim op- 
erated at various times as the 
City’s advocate, as the com- 
munity’s advocate, as the de- 
veloper’s advocate and at any 
given time, he was attempting 
to make peace,” McVie told 
Peel Weekly News. 

Before his sudden death at 
age 68, Tovey assured the 
community that West Village 
would not become a ‘concrete 
jungle, with skyscrapers 


DIXIE 


(ii) AUTOPRO 


905-454-0030 


blocking residents’ view of the 
lake. 

The plan was that only six 
buildings will be 15 storeys or 
higher, with one reaching as 
high as 26-storeys. The plan 
is for 5,000 people to live 
within the new development 
and 1,000 retail and service 
jobs will be generated. 

“Already, the pressure is to 
change the heights to go more 
conventional,” said McVie of 
the “vacuum" left in the wake 
of Tovey’s death. 

“On a project like West Vil- 
lage that is visionary, it’s hard 
without an advocate, because 
it always sounds like the peo- 
ple rushing to get it done are 
carpetbaggers and that’s not 
true,” he said praising devel- 
oper FRAM as having “been 
here for a long time." 

In Dec. 2016, a consortium 
of developers made up of 
FRAM Building Group Ltd., 
Kilmer Group, Dream 
(Dream Unlimited Corp. and 
Dream Hard Asset Alterna- 


9878 Dixie Road, Brampton-e§ 


tives Trust), DiamondCorp, 
and Fieldgate, bought the 
land from Imperial Oil. 

When the project is com- 
pleted, the development will 
stretch from Lakeshore Rd. 
W. to the lakefront, and Pine 
Ave. to Mississauga Rd., and 
will serve as a pedestrian- 
friendly public space. 

McVie says he feels great 
pride in what he’s been part of 
up to now. 

“Ward One got on a roll 
with Jim Tovey. It is vital that 
we keep the forward momen- 
tum into the future,” he told 
Peel Weekly News. 

Tovey’s Ward 1 spot on 
council is being filled by ap- 
pointment. 

There are 23 people vying 
for the position with the un- 
derstanding they will not run 
in the coming general election 
in October. The applicants 
include former councillors, 
business owners, academics 
and community activists. 

McVie says there are good 


candidates with strong re- 
sume’s but hopes the winner 
is someone who “gets it” 
when it comes to being a 
strong community voice on 
projects like West Village. 


He’s not cheering for any- 
one in particular and is still 
weighing his options ahead of 
the coming municipal elec- 
tion this fall. 
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Cooksville blast causes uncertainty for residents 


Continued from Pg 1 


Shams say the heat was in- 
tense inside the store. “It was 
extra hot here. At one point, it 
felt like there was a hole in the 
ozone layer.” 

A security officer near the 
last scene said the insurance 
company is pouring over rub- 
ble looking for evidence. 

Compensation for the busi- 
ness owners, injured people 
and overall damage will be in 
the millions of dollars. 

The family’s specialty food 
takeout restaurant has been 
in that location for 20 years 
and has a clientele of loyal 
customers. It was one of 104 
businesses affected by the ex- 
plosion, along with 24 resi- 
dential units. 

Business is almost back to 
where it was before the explo- 
sion, but the final bills have 
yet to come in. 

“When the first of the 
month comes, that’s when 
well know if everyone’s 
catching up to their bills. 
Right now we're doing the 


calculations for business lost 
and the window,” he said, 
pointing to the storefront cov- 
ered with a huge sheet of ply- 
wood. 

The storefront window 
alone could take another 
three to four weeks to fix 
given it’s a special order from 
the supplier far the damage to 
his family business amounts 
to four days lost traffic into 
the store, lost meat and the 
blown out window. The dam- 
age could exceed $15,000. 

Insurance should cover the 
cost of fixing the window, but 
Shams is looking at getting 
possible grants or other 
sources of financial help. 

Shams, a_ social-media 
savvy photographer, has been 
chronicling the ordeal to hit 
the neighbourhood, using his 
Twitter account to post secu- 
rity video from inside his 
store. He’s grateful no one 
was killed. 

There was talk that the 
damage to the plaza was bad 
enough it might face the 
wreckers ball. “We were wor- 


16-567-3114 


Several businesses in the Hurontario/Dundas area, including Bahar Jewellers (above) remained 
closed through Tuesday while cleanup continues from the Feb. 11 explosion. (Submitted Photo) 


ried about them tearing this 
plaza down because all the 
windows were blown out, but 
Toronto Fire and Rescue said 
the building is safe.” 

Shams says the city has 
done a good job “taking care 


of us,” though he’s getting 
tired of looking at the moun- 
tain of garbage piling up be- 
hind the store, where 
Enbridge repaired the gas 
lines and are now cleaning up. 

The blast and fire that fol- 


lowed forced the closure of 
Hurontario Street between 
Dundas and Hillcrest. It re- 
opened last Friday with three 
lanes northbound and one 
lane southbound. 


Riverstone unveils renovation plans to public 


by Alex Gregory 


Brampton residents had a 
chance to learn more about 
renovation plans for the 
Riverstone Golf Club during 
a community consultation 
held last week. 

Visitors to the club, lo- 
cated at the corner of Don 
Minaker Drive and 
Ebenezer Road, had the 
chance to talk with city staff 
about their plans for the 
site, which will be converted 
into a 34,000 square-foot 
community centre and fea- 
ture a host of amenities, in- 
cluding an expanded pool 
area and additional fitness 
rooms. 

"I don't think anyone can 
walk into this building and 
not say 'wow' ... it can be 
used for any kind of activity 
the public wants to get in- 
volved in," said Councillor 
Gael Miles, who was on 
hand to answer questions 
about the project. 

While the facility is in- 
tended to serve an all-ages 
demographic, staff say that 
an emphasis will made to- 
wards holding programs 
geared towards seniors. 

The centre is expected to 
offer options similar to the 
Flower City Seniors Recre- 
ation Centre and fill a need 
for a mixed-use fitness facil- 


ity on the east side of the 
city. 
The club has courted con- 
troversy since being ap- 
proved by Council in 
December of last year. Orig- 
inally pitched as a seniors' 
complex, the project at- 
tracted criticism from coun- 
cillors who said _ the 
approval was done "behind 
closed doors". 

"I’m surprised how last 
year, some of the councillors 
who were not in favour, and 
all the sudden they changed 
their mind. So I don’t know 
what happened, how it all 
turned around," Councillor 
Pat Fortini said during an 
interview with Peel Weekly 
News earlier this month. 

Council subsequently 
passed a 6-4 vote to buy and 
renovate the site, which will 
also include the naturaliza- 
tion of the surrounding 
area, in a deal worth $11.6 
million. 

The Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan adopted by 
Council highlighted a need 
for a second seniors’ centre, 
said Miles in a statement 
earlier this month, and that 
initiating a new build would 
take 5 to 7 years. 

“This purchase is a win- 
win for the community as 


the cost of the facility is mil- 
lions of dollars less then the 
costs of a new building. 
Council unanimously ap- 
proved this year’s capital 
budget that included the 
funds for this acquisition,” 
she said. 

“The beauty of this pur- 
chase is that very little tax 
dollars will be used, because 
development charges and 
cash in lieu of parkland 
(funds from development) 
will fund the purchase.” 
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Tory gong-show will only benefit Wynne 


Marc Patrone 
Columnist 


Napoleon Bonaparte, who 
knew a few things about bat- 


tlefield tactics, once said, 
“Never interrupt your enemy 
when he is making a mistake.” 

It’s a philosophy the Ontario 
Liberals appear to be execut- 
mai flawlessly as the PCs quar- 
rel amongst themselves in the 
wake of the Patrick Brown 
abuse scandal. 

In a speech at a Mississauga 
Board of Trade event recently, 
Economic Development Min- 
ister Steven Del Duca spoke 
confidently about his party’s 
coming victory in the June 
election. 

Sure, you could dismiss it as 
bravado by a guy whose party 
actually lost ground to the PCs 
after the Patrick Brown ouster. 

Almost 70% of Ontarians 
think Kathleen Wynne has 
done a poor job as premier. 
The same survey found just 17 
per cent of the population 
think favourably of Wynne. 

For those numbers to be ac- 
curate, even Liberals them- 
selves would have to think her 
a failure and want her gone. 

And yet, there’s Steven Del 
Duca telling a business audi- 
ence a Wynne victory in June 
is a done deal. 


As bad a job as 
his government is 
perceived to be 
doing, the man’s 
confidence is not 
entirely mis- 
placed. The PCs 
have shown a 
knack for blowing 
big leads. 

The name Tim 
Hudak is now syn- 
onymous with 
making bonehead 
political pro- 
nouncements 
about laying off 
100,000 govern- 
ment employees, 
thus turning a 
huge poll advan- 
tage into a dismal 
electoral defeat. 

Ontarians ap- 

ear ready to vote 

or anybody lead- 

ing the PC party if 
tl mean getting rid of the 
Liberals, but there’s a prob- 
lem. The PCs have gone from 
appearing like a government- 
in-waiting to a circus act. 

The media appears only too 
nape to help instigate a To 
civil war, by giving Patric 
Brown a platform on which to 
attack his accusers, harshly 
criticize CTV's reporting, decry 
his treatment by the PC party, 
insist he hasn’t even resigned 


ty 


as leader, and then registering 
to run as leader. 

Yes, we have a leadership 
campaign populated with can- 
didates, some of which appear 
better-liked and more popular 
than Brown. 

There’s a plan in place to 
choose a new leader Mar. 
i1oth, enough time to contest 
the election. 

The campaign, however is 
being waged under a cloud of 
acrimony surrounding 


Brown’s vehement denials of 
wrongdoing, his accusers 
chen story, the lawsuit 
launched against CTV and al- 
legations Brown was the vic- 
tim of an “inside job.” 
Conservative MP Alex Nut- 
tall has jumped into the fray, 
suggesting Brown was the vic- 
tim of a political hit from 
within his own party. 
Evidence? Who needs it? 
Nuttall knows a conspiracy 
when he sees one. A Brown- 


Mortgage lime Again? 
Let’s Talk. 


“Many Canadian homeowners pay too 
much for their homes because they are 
not getting the best mortgage financing. 
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hating member of 
the PC elites was 
spotted _—_lurkin 
ominously behin 
the grassy knoll. 

It all just adds to 
the confusion and 
uncertainty. Ontar- 
ians don’t like that 
and they don’t need 
it. 

So who benefits 
from all this? It’s 
certainly not the 
Tories who want 
Brown to shut up 
and go away which 
is why they expelled 
him from caucus. 

It’s certainly not 
CTV, which is pray- 
ing Brown’s accus- 
ers don’t change 
their story again. 
The NDP might 
possibly get a sec- 
ond look by liberal 
voters who were poised to vote 
PC this time, but Horwath is 
like warmed-over (vegan) 
meatloaf. 

No the real winners, as 
Napoleon would tell you, is 
Wynne, that bastion of stabil- 
ity in the midst of Ontario’s 
political maelstrom. 

Yes, I can almost hear them 
say, ‘we know many of you 
don’t like us, but you really 
have no other choice.’ They 


may even get some of theif 
media friends to question the 
legitimacy of the new Pd 
leader given Brown’s insis 
tence he’s been unfairl 
treated. 

‘The other guys are a mess 


risk and Horwath is...well, wd 
ea in a key part of the 
NDP labour policies anyway.’ 

The polls may still bd 
favouring the PCs and there’g 
still time to put a cohesivd 
election campaign togethey 
under a new leader. 

But the more this situatio 
degenerates into a reali 
show, the more Ontarians ma 
resign themselves to anothey 
Liberal government. 

Wynne could win, certainl 
not by virtue of her govern 
ment’s performance, but b 
default (again). All they have 
to do is take a page out o 
Napoleon’s playbook thoug 
not the Waterloo one o 
course. They'll leave that ond 
for the PCs. 


Marco Patrone is the manag- 
ing editor of Peel Daily News. 
editor@peeldailynews.com 


May Monteiro 
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Brampton residents ok with paying higher property taxes, says mayoralty candidate 


by Marco Patrone 


A real estate lawyer hop- 
ing to become Brampton’s 
next mayor says most peo- 
ple don’t mind paying 
higher property taxes. 

“When it comes to prop- 
erty taxes, you get what you 
pay for,” says Wesley Jack- 
son. "As long as you get 
what you pay for, people 
won't object to taxes. 
They'll object to not getting 
value for their dollar,” he 
told the Peel Weekly News. 

Jackson attended the 
open house at the River- 
stone Golf and Country 
Club, a facility purchased by 
the City of Brampton. 

He was going to run in 
2014 but says he decided 
not to oppose Linda Jef- 
frey’s push for change and 
reform. 

“T sat in the background 
for a few years and I don’t 
like the way the city’s being 
run, so I decided to throw 
my hat in this time. I don’t 
see that there has been a 
change.” 

Jackson says he can prove 
people are willing to pay 
higher taxes even though 
they may be resistant to 
such “proof.” 

He says the fact people are 
willing to buy condos know- 
I 


ing they'll have to pay main- 
tenance fees on top of hous- 
ing and property taxes, 
proves they re willing to pay 
more taxes. 

“Because, they directly ap- 
preciate the value they’re 
getting for their condo fees. 
In the city of Brampton, if 
property taxes were a dollar, 
would there be _ transit, 
would there be parks and 
rec?” 

Asked if he’d hold the line 
on year over year increases, 
Jackson says, “Brampton 
has challenges. Brampton 
has a long list of needs and 
wants. The hospital’s not 
going to build itself.” 

Last December, Brampton 
councillors approved a 
budget that raised property 
taxes, user fees and added 
debt to finance major proj- 
ects in 2018. 

At the time, Mayor Linda 
Jeffrey said, “Brampton is 
investing for long-term im- 
pact.” 

The budget included a res- 
idential property tax rate 
hike totalling 2.7 per cent 
for 2018, $126 extra for the 
average homeowner includ- 
ing Region of Peel portion of 
the bill and the province’s 
education amount. 


Jackson says council is 
preoccupied with improving 
Four Corners rather than 
improving Brampton. He 
says other parts of the city 
including Heart Lake con- 
tinue to be ignored. 

“Tm sorry, but most peo- 
ple in Brampton don’t live 
in Four Corners. We've 
spent over $600m in Four 
Corners over the last 20 
years.” 

Jackson says the money 
spent there has failed to in- 
crease density or bring jobs, 
“so where are we going to 
build the university? Four 
Corners. Nobody is asking 
why?” 

Linda Jeffrey is planning 
to run again. She's come 
under criticism by some 
over the often contentious, 
divided council and over 
controversial decisions like 
councillor pay hikes and 
Riverstone. 

The next municipal elec- 
tions in Ontario will be held 
Monday, Oct. 22. Jackson 
has worked as a lawyer in 
Brampton since 2003 and 
specializes in the area of 
business, civil litigation and 
real estate and estate law. 


RUBBER-DECK.com 


Patio & Pool Deck Resurfacing 


Wesley Jackson (above) spoke about his plans if he were to be elected Mayor of Brampton during 
an open house at Riverstone Golf & Country Club on Feb. 16, 2018. (PDN Staff Photo) 
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Rotary 


Club of Brampton 


~<@ 
4277 Ld 


A great big thank you to everyone 
who joined our search for Carole. 


We had people on the streets, making 


phone calls, manning a “command 
centre” and posting and reposting 
on social media. This is a prime 
example of “Rotary In Action” 
and we can be proud of what 
we have accomplished together. 


Special thanks to Peel Regional Police, 


national news outlets 
including CP24, CTV, 
Global and 680 News for giving 
Carole high priority. 
There are many of you who 
are understandably concerned a 


bout Carole and want to hear from either 


Carole or her family. 
John Sanderson and 
| (Vanora Spreen) are in contact 
with the Berry's and are 
waiting for them to let us know the 
appropriate time for individ 
ual phone calls an 


d/or visits. So please be patient and 


respect the family's need for pr 
ivacy for a little while longer. 


If there is any news to share either John or | 


will reach out via 


clubrunner — so check your 
emails! Thanks again for all your continued support a 
nd let's all keep Carole and her family in 
our thoughts and prayers. 


With gratitude, 
Vanora Spreen & JohnSanderson 
Rotary Club of Brampton 


(ea) A big Thank you 
to all. 


WEEKLY Bx@)eSu 


Managing Editor Marco Patrone 


THIS WEEKS 
PODCAST. 


Meet the cop who 
thinks you’re a liar 


Peel Public Health confirms measles in Brampton 


by Alex Gregory 


Peel health officials are 
asking residents to be vigi- 
lant after confirming a case 
of measles at a Brampton 
clinic last week. 

Officials at Peel Public 
Health issued a release last 
week noting that residents 
who were at several locations 
within Brampton on Feb. 9, 
including the Guardian 
Sheridan Pharmacy at 373 
Steeles Ave. (from 2 - 5 
p.m.), the Route 104 Express 
Brampton Transit bus (4 - 7 
p.m.) and the library at 
Sheridan College’s Davis 
Campus (12 - 5 p.m.) may 
have been exposed to the 
virus. 

Residents who have been 
exposed to measles are ad- 
vised to look for symptoms 
up to 21 days after exposure, 


including sore eyes, red 
rashes, small spots on the in- 
side of the mouth, cough and 
runny nose, and a high fever. 

Those who think they may 
have measles are also ad- 
vised not to go to any med- 
ical facility without calling in 
advance and telling them 


that they have been in con- 
tact with someone who has 
measles. 

For more information and 
further updates about 
measles prevention, visit 
Peelregion.ca/health, or call 
Peel Public Health at 905- 
799-7700. 


Former Gang Leader Becomes Peel’s Latest 


Aformer gang leader 
died after a shooting inci- 
dent Monday afternoon in 
Brampton. 

Peel Police’s Homicide 
Bureau responded to re- 
ports of shots fired in the 
Vodden Court and Vodden 
Street area around 2:40 
p.m., and located a vicim 
who had sustained multiple 
gunshot wounds and was 
pronounced dead at the 
scene. 

The victim was later iden- 
tified as 37 year-old Oliver 
Augustas Willis of Bramp- 
ton, who was known to po- 
lice as a faction leader with 
the Toronto Crips in the 
early 2000’s. 

Later that day, a 37 year- 


Murder Victim 


old victim was seriously 
wounded in a_ separate 
shooting incident in the 
Vanderpool Crescent 
and Almond Street 
area. The injured man 
was later transported 
to a trauma centre. 

Police are looking 
for witnesses who may 
have seen anything 
suspicious, and are 
asking them to call the 
Homicide and Missing 
Persons Bureau at 
(905) 453-2121, ext. 
3205. 

Information may 
also be left anony- 
mously by calling Peel 
Crime Stoppers at 1- 
800-222-TIPS (8477), or 


by visiting www.peel- 
crimestoppers.ca. 


Oliver Augustas Willis (Photo 
Courtesy of Peel Police) 
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Where do wind turbines go? 


by Duane Sharp 


Ontarians who have been 
saddled with wind turbines 
on their properties, some for 
over 15 Or more years, may 
well be wondering what hap- 
pens to these turbines - over 
7000 have been installed in 
the province - when they 
reach the end of their useful 
lives. 

Based on the experience of 
European countries and other 
jurisdictions, with much more 
wind turbine history, there 
are two possible options for 
aging or unused wind tur- 
bines - de-commissioning or 
re-empowering - each of 
which has its pros and cons. 

The mechanics of the first 
option, 'de-commissioning,' 
vary depending on the unique 
site characteristics, the extent 
to which parts can be recov- 
ered for resale or scrap value, 
as well as the cost of the 
process. 

Typically, this involves a 
careful reversal of the con- 
struction process, removing 
all recoverable materials, 
which can be a lengthy and 
costly exercise. 

If the elements of the tur- 
bine are not recoverable, 
rapid de-construction is the 
next approach, and nothing is 
saved. 

Globally, de-commission- 
ing is viewed through differ- 
ent lenses, depending on the 
jurisdiction and the accept- 
ance of wind turbines, but it is 
costly no matter where. 

One of the most infamous 
de-commissionings, which 
provides an indication of the 
cost of the process, involved 
37 decrepit turbines in Hawaii 
that stood unused for six 
years before they were taken 
down in 2012, at an estimated 
take-down cost of $30,000 
yer turbine, or over $4 mil- 


on. 

While wind turbine compo- 
nents are often recyclable, 
regulations must ensure that 
the site is adequately re-me- 
diated after de-commission- 
ing. In Ontario, according to a 


2013 report entitled "Wind 
Turbine De-commissioning 
in Ontario," by Alex Stecky, 
modern wind turbines ma 
last up to 20 years, at whic 
point the facilities must be re- 
empowered or de-commis- 
sioned, if economic or social 
circumstances no longer sup- 
port the project. 

In 2009, along with the 
Green Energy Act, the 

rovince of Ontario intro- 

uced the Renewable eed 
Approvals Regulation whic 
requires wind energy devel- 
opers to complete a De-com- 
missioning Plan Report 


((DPR) prior to approval of 
their development program. 
The largest segment of wind 


turbine development in On- 
tario are developer-owned 
turbines on leased private and 
crown land. 

The DPR included concep- 
tually linking de-commission- 
ing to broader planning for 
wind energy development 
and land use regulatory 
frameworks, as well as a set of 
criteria for evaluating wind 
turbine DPRs. 

According to Stecky's re- 
port, eight evaluation DPR 
criteria were developed from 
a review of existing wind en- 
ergy planning ordinances in 
forty-two states and munici- 
palities in both the United 
States and Canada. 

In addition to being current 
best practices, each of the 
eight evaluation criteria is 


supported by academic liter- 
ature. 

Topics for the evaluation of 
the DPR involve the founda- 
tion removal, removal of the 
infrastructure, site remedia- 
tion, abandonment, financial 
assurance, depiction of facility 
lifespan, and repairing dam- 
age caused during de-com- 
missioning. 

While some critics point out 
that the cost of the eventual 
tear-down of a turbine is as- 
tronomical, the actual cost 
would be in the $30,000 to 
$100,000, per turbine, and 
since all turbines in a wind 
farm would not need to be de- 
commissioned at the same 
time, these costs would be 


spread out over time. 

More importantly, who will 
pay for the process? 

Although Canadian experi- 
ence in de-commissioning is 
limited and because contracts 
with municipalities are often 
confidential, it is difficult to 
know what contractual agree- 
ments are in place. 

Unless they have a bindin: 
agreement with the win 
power company, municipali- 
ties are on the hook to ensure 
that de-commissioning is 
done in an environmentally 
safe manner. 

Some municipalities de- 
mand that wind turbine com- 
panies pay on-going 
payments into protected (or 
escrow) accounts or bonds to 
set money aside annually to 


POOL 


pay for de-commissioning, 
the cost of which will increase 
over time. 

Other municipalities re- 
quire a letter of intent from 
wind turbine companies to 
ensure they will be responsi- 
ble_ for decommissioning, 
while still others have no 
agreement or contract for the 
process. 

Based on current decom- 
missioning projects around 
the world, as noted above, it 
can cost $30,000 to 
$100,000 to dispose of a 
wind turbine. Of course, that 
ne goes up over time, and 

ecommissioning of all tur- 
bines would not necessarily 
take place at the same time. 
The company has indicated 
that it plans to re-empower 
and re-contract the wind tur- 
bines when the current con- 
tracts expire. 

One of the questionable 
benefits some wind develop- 
ers offered to land-owners 
whose property was selected 
as a site for their wind tur- 
bines, was the scrap value that 
would accrue from the even- 
tual decommissioning. 

Land-owners were told that 
it was to their benefit to de- 
commission the turbines 
themselves as there is so 
much scrap value in the tur- 
bines; unfortunately, this was 
a false promise due to the 
quality of metal being used, 
and also to the other costs of 
decommissioning such as 
crane rental, disposal of the 
toxic components, trans- 
portation and labour costs, 
and re-establishing the prop- 
erty to its original condition. 

As Ontario wind turbines 
age, the issue of de-commis- 
sioning or re-empowering will 
become significant consider- 
ations for many Ontario mu- 
nicipalities with — wind 
turbines in their jurisdictions 
and then it will be important 
for contractual agreements, if 
they exist, to be implemented. 


PAINT 


EllisDon promotes new 
health & safety VP 


by Alex Gregory 


Mississauga-based Ellis- 
Don has upped Steve Chap- 
lin as their new 
vice-president of health, 
safety and environment, ef- 
fective immediately. 

Chaplin, a former VP of 
uae HSE and Sustain- 
ability at Acciona, will lead 
EllisDon’s HSE depart- 
ment, ensuring compliance 
through training reporting 
and program implementa- 
tion. He will report directl 


to president & CEO Geoff 
Smith. 
"After learning more 


about EllisDon, I was very 
excited to see a company 
that shares similar values 
and beliefs and really cares 
about its people,” Chaplin 
said in a statement earlier 
this week. 

"Tam ie to be part of 
a team that has a strong cul- 


ture, great people and fan- 
tastic work environment. As 
we continue to grow as an 
organization, I am commit- 
ted to ensure we uphold our 
core values and entrepre- 
neurial spirit." 

Chaplin brings over 30 
years of operational experi- 
ence in resource based and 
heavy industries, including 
previous work with organi- 
zational design, environ- 
mental management, 
stewardship plans and 
working with non-govern- 
ment organizations. 

He was responsible for 
the strategic direction and 
continuous improvement of 
the company's sustainabil- 
ity objectives and HSE 
management systems 
across EllisDon’s Canadian 
infrastructure division. 


Steve Chaplin (Submitted Photo) 
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Beast Fall 3-1 To Adirondack Thunder 


by Benedict Rhodes 


The Brampton Beast 
hosted the Adirondack 
Thunder on Family Day, 
falling 3-1 to their North 
division rivals. 

There was no scoring 
in the first period but a 
fight between Beast cap- 
tain Brandon Marino 
and Adirondack’s Brian 
Ward excited the crowd. 
Beast starter Chris 
Driedger stopped all 7 
shots he faced and 
Adirondack's Tomas 


Sholl stopped all 6 he 
faced, and the opening 
period ended 0-0. 

The scoring started 
less than a minute into 
the second period, as 
Adirondack's James 
Henry slotted home a re- 
bound for the opening 
goal. 

After two periods, the 
Thunder had a 19-17 ad- 
vantage on shots but just 
a 1-0 lead in goals. 

Jackson Leef tied the 


game at one goal apiece 
for the Beast, redirecting 
a shot past Tomas Sholl 
at 3:48. At 4:46, Ter- 
rence Wallin restored 
the lead for the Thunder, 
before an empty-netter 
sealed a 3-1 victory for 
the visitors. 

Brampton's next game 
is on Friday, Feb. 23 at 
7:05 p.m., when they 
visit the South Carolina 
Stingrays. 


Photo Courtesy of Brampton Beast 


Steelheads Shut Out the Firebirds in 4-0 Stunner 


by Brendan Lang 


The Mississauga Steel- 
heads started off a four- 
game week by hosting a 
school day game against the 
Kitchener Rangers on Feb. 
1%, 

The students were given 
an early treat as Albert 


Michnac scored in the first 
period, a powerplay goal 
that put the trout up one. 
However, the Rangers 
would come storming back 
to net three unanswered 
goals to end the period. 
The Fish poured on some 


shots in the second period, 
but the frame concluded 
with no new score. A come- 
back was needed if they 
would look to secure a win 
in the school day game. 

In the third, Nicholas 
Canade took a penalty for 
tripping but as he left the 
box he got the puck and 
scored to put the Steelheads 
back within one. 

Mississauga would pull 
their goalie Jacob Ingham 
in the last minute, but 
couldn’t finish off the come- 
back. They lost a tough one 
by a 3-2 score. 

Game two of four took 
place on Thursday and was 
played inside Hershey Cen- 
tre against the Peterbor- 
ough Petes. 

The game started out fast 
and the Steelheads cracked 
the scoreboard first, Math- 
ieu Foget scored to make it 
1-0. Peterborough would tie 
the game as the first frame 
ended. 

The second period started 


with the score knotted at 
one. The Petes would add 
two in the stanza to take a 
three to one lead, but at the 
end of the second, the Fish 
lead on the shot chart 24- 
22, 

Mississauga was right 
there going into the third 
but their game was quickly 
derailed as Peterborough 
added three more tallies in 
the final frame. Peterbor- 
ough would go on to win 6- 
1 


It was two down and two 
to go for the Steelheads as 
they took on the North Bay 
Battalion at home on Feb. 
18. 

North Bay opened the 
scoring, but didn’t hold the 
lead for an extended period 
of time before Owen Tippet 
found the back of the net to 
tie the game at one. With 
thirty five seconds left on 
the clock, North Bay’s 
Justin Brazeau gave them 
the lead. The period ended 
with North Bay holding the 


advantage on both the score 
and shot boards. 

The next period begun 
with another Battalion goal 
and they led by two. Owen 
tippet scored his second of 
the game to get the Trout 
back to within one and the 
score would remain that 
way until the end of the pe- 
riod. 

There was no_ scoring 
through the majority of the 
third, but with 4:32 left in 
the game and the Steel- 
heads trailing by only one 
goal, Cole Carter gave them 
a tally and the game was 
tied. Regulation could not 
decide a winner so it was up 
to three on three overtime. 

Overtime began with a 
fast pace, both teams gener- 
ating chances. but ulti- 
mately Battalions’s Brad 
Chenier got one_ past 
Emanuel Vella to win it for 
North Bay. 

After three losses, Missis- 
sauga needed a win against 
the Flint Firebirds on home 


ice in front of their crowd on 
Family Day. Fans were also 
encouraged to bring canned 
food to help out the Com- 
pass Food Bank. 

The first period contained 
many penalties but not 
much in the way of offense, 
as both teams fired 9 shots 
at the net and neither team 
cracked the scoreboard. 

In the second, Owen Tip- 
pet gave the Fish an advan- 
tage on his 26th goal of the 
campaign. The second con- 
cluded and Mississauga was 
looking for more offense as 
they held a very slim 1-0 
lead. 

In the third period, Flint 
was penalized for delay of 
game and Mathieu Foget 
potted his 18th on the year. 

Mississauga would tack 
on two more goals from 
Adam Varga and Michael 
Little to finish the game 
with a 4-0 win, as they fin- 
ished the week with a disap- 
pointing 1-3 record. 


Exciting Junior Hockey - Friday Feb 23, 7:00 pm 


vs Niagara Ice Dogs 


at the Hershey Centre 


for tickets: mississaugasteelheads.com 
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Mississauga marathon a family affair for the Schwasses 


Kirstin Schwass grew up in 
Streetsville with an active 
family. 

Her mother constantly re- 
minded Kirstin and her sib- 
lings that, “Exercise is 
beneficial,” whether it was 
skiing, canoeing, biking or 
running. 

Although Kirstin never 
considered herself a “run- 
ner,” she was inspired by her 
husband, Rick, who was 
training for his first 
marathon, soon after they 
met in high school. 

After moving to Caledon to 
raise three children, Kirstin 
and Rick remained active, ul- 
timately getting their chil- 
dren involved as well. When 
the kids played baseball in 
the neighbouring town, ei- 
ther Kirstin or Rick would 
drive one way while the other 
ran the 5 kilometre trip to the 
baseball diamond, switching 
on the way home. 

Their sons both expressed 
an interest in running home 
one day, and thus the desire 
to continue running was 
born. 

While the Schwass family 
regularly engaged in physical 
activity, Kirstin, then a phys- 
ical education teacher at 
Morton Way Public School in 
Brampton, noticed that stu- 
dents were being driven to 


school every day, even if they 
were within walking distance. 

She began a walk-to-school 
program to encourage stu- 
dents and parents to get ac- 
tive, and even began training 
to run the 21.5 kilometres to 
school herself! 

Kirstin and her son, 
Nicholas, who was 12 years 
old at the time, trained all 
summer leading up to Inter- 
national Walk to School Day 
on Oct. 3 — the day after 
Nicholas’ 13th birthday. 

The journey took two 
hours, but both Kirstin and 
Nicholas achieved their goal, 
and decided to sign up for the 
Toronto Half Marathon the 
following year. 

In 2005, both completed 
their first Mississauga Half 
Marathon, with Kirstin com- 
pleting the event 12 times and 
Nicholas ten times. In 2017, 
Nicholas achieved a personal 
best time of 1:14:02. 

In 2007, Rick challenged 
Kirstin to run a_ full 
marathon, to which she 
replied, “I will if you do.” 

They trained together and 
both qualified for the Boston 
Marathon, running it three 
years in a row. The next step 
was to have one of their chil- 
dren qualify for Boston, 
which Nicholas did in 2010. 

All three Schwass’ com- 


pleted the Boston Marathon 
together, but Mississauga re- 
mains one of their favourite 
races. 

“We would occasionally 
drive down to Port Credit in 
the evening and get ice 
cream. It is a pretty course 
and it is a fast course. In fact, 
both Rick and I got our [per- 
sonal bests] on the Missis- 
sauga Marathon course,” says 
Kirstin. 

Kirstin is a physical educa- 
tion teacher at SouthFields 
Village Public School in Cale- 
don, where staff believe in the 
importance of giving children 
the opportunity to participate 
in sports, intramurals and ex- 
ercise. 

SouthFields Village stu- 
dents participate in the Mis- 
sissauga Marathon’s 
MaraFun Program, where 
they complete 40 kilometres 
of physical activity in the six 
weeks leading up to the Mis- 
sissauga Marathon on May 6. 

They completed the final 2 
kilometres on the Full 
Marathon course, ultimately 
completing a marathon dis- 
tance of 42.2 kilometres. Stu- 
dents and even teachers also 
take part in training at 
school. 

“It all creates a positive at- 
mosphere. Students get ex- 
cited as they find they can run 


farther and farther without 
taking walk breaks, and they 
learn to challenge themselves 
and set new goals,” she said. 
On the importance of chil- 
dren being active at an early 
age, Kirstin says, “physically 
literate children will have the 
confidence and competence 
to engage in a variety of activ- 
ities and will be most likely to 
continue to be physically ac- 
tive throughout their lives.” 
When asked about her 
favourite family memory at 
the marathon, Kirstin recalls 
her daughter, Erika, running 
her first half marathon at 


Mississauga last year. 

“Growing up, our daughter, 
Erika, wasn’t very interested 
in running, though she would 
occasionally ride her bike to 
carry my water for me on my 
long runs. After the univer- 
sity rowing season ended, she 
independently began running 
and training [and] she told 
me she was interested in run- 
ning a half marathon,” says 
Kirstin. 

Five members of the 
Schwass family, in addition 
to Erika’s boyfriend, also ran 
the Mississauga __ Half 
Marathon in 2017. 


The Schwass family, who have participated in several Mississauga Marathon events. (Submitted 
Photo) 


Looking ahead to this year, 
Kirstin said she looks forward 
to running again with her 
family and the household 
buzz the morning of the race. 

“It is wonderful to be able 
to participate in a sporting 
event with my husband, my 
children and their significant 
others. It is the greatest feel- 
ing ever!” 

The 2018 Mississauga 
Marathon is scheduled to 
take place from Friday, May 
4 to Sunday, May 6.For more 
information or to register, 
visit Wwww.mississaugama- 
rathon.com. 


Mayfield student and teacher fulfill a dream come true 


Dave Greszczyszyn had 
heard the comments over 
and over again on why he 
shouldn't, despite wearing a 
helmet, be riding down a hill 
head first, and lying face 
down, on a flat sled at a rapid 
speed. 

Nicknamed "Grizz" and 
"Canada Dave", likely be- 
cause people have botched 
up pronouncing his last 
name, and not just through- 
out his impeccable career as 
a winter sport athlete, 
Greszczyszyn is adamant 
that he is fulfilling a dream- 
come-true. 

At 38 years of age, compet- 
ing in the demanding and 
dangerous sport of Skeleton, 
is not something the average 
person would pursue — espe- 
cially going through the one 
and a half kilometres course 
clocked at more than 120 
kilometres an hour. 

Greszczyszyn will also be 
the oldest individual compet- 
ing in the Skeleton event at 
the Winter Olympic Games 
in Pyeongchang, South 
Korea. 

"I am a risk-taker and not 
one to give up," said 
Greszczyszyn. "It's just fan- 


tastic to set your goal on 
achieving something, work 
very hard at it, overcome in- 
jury and setbacks — and then 
see it all come about." 

A multi-sport athlete as a 
student at Mayfield Second- 
ary School, Greszczyszyn 
once played the trombone at 
Maytel while also compet- 
ing with the school team on a 
Scottish Rugby Tour. 

He's officiated amateur 
hockey, and in Alberta train- 
ing, faced with scarce fund- 
ing, turned to driving school 
buses to try make ends meet. 

A Kinesiology graduate 
from Brock University, with 
his Teacher's Certification in 
Australia, Greszczysz 
taught in Korea. He was also 
fortunate to secure a teach- 
ing opportunity that would 
lead to a fulltime job with the 
Peel District School Board. 

Fascinated with a sport he 
had watched as a teen on tel- 
evision, it was 10 years later 
that he took the leap to train- 
ing and competition — and 
that required a hiatus from 
the classroom. 

His focus on seeking an op- 
portunity to try represent his 
country at the Olympics, 


with no guarantee of it hap- 
pening, still meant a great 
deal to him. 

He knows there are others 
not prepared to make those 


kinds of serious sacrifices. 
"Thad been fascinated with 
this level of sport for years," 
said Greszczyszyn, who re- 
sides in Brampton when he's 


not training in Calgary. "It 
wasn't until I turned 27 years 
old, that I had this chance, 
this desire, to become a 
Canadian Skeleton athlete, 
compete for Canada and go 
as far as I could." 

It was only a year later, 
physically and mentally 
pumped, that Greszczyszyn 
was good enough to compete 
in aseries of North American 
Cup races. 

Temporarily left behind 
was his fulltime science and 
paysies education teaching 
job. 

Since then, he has pro- 
gressed in a grueling sport to 
the European Cup, Intercon- 
tinental Cup, and now as a 
three-time Canadian champ, 
is ranked among the Top 10 
Skeleton athletes in the 
world. 

In Dec. 2017, he had his 
first taste of major interna- 
tional success after winning 
a World Cup bronze medal in 
Winterberg, Germany. 

"You have to trust your in- 
stincts and I had this desire 
to make the National team 
where I could compete for 
Canada," said the current 
No. 1-ranked Canadian 


Skeleton cathlete. 

"I know people thought I 
was absurd leaving my job, 
and Mayfield was a positive 
experience for me, but this 
kind of international compe- 
tition won't last forever. I 
continue to find time to com- 
plete the minimum number 
of days required to remain as 
a supply teacher hoping that 
I could return to fulltime in 
Peel." 

In 2012, Greszczyszyn 
could have packed in 
Olympic hopes after suffer- 
ing a torn hamstring while 
over-training. oe excru- 
ciating pain, he focused on 
rehabilitation and therapy. A 

ear later, there were some 

ad races, he was taken off 
the Canadian World Cup 
team, and depression was 
taking over. 

"I kept pushing myself, I 
feel young and am healthy," 
he said. "My inner confi- 
dence tells me that as long as 
I am a top Canadian, I'm 
going to keep competing at 
the elite level because one 
day I am not going to keep 
up. The goal is always to be 
re best - or the best I can 

e," 
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Brampton girl stages “princess protest” to raise money for cancer 


A5-year old who was deter- 
mined to go on a “princess 
rotest” has focused her ef- 
orts on helping fund cancer 
research by cutting her hair. 
Her Hair Helps was in- 
spired by Grade 3 Brampton 
student Harleyah, who 
wanted to grow her hair like 
Rapunzel until she learned 
about cancer and decided to 
create her own fundraiser to 
help kids fighting the disease. 
Peel Daily News recently 
asked Harleyah some ques- 
tions about Her Hair Helps 
and how she wants to help 
cancer patients in the future. 


1) What exactly is Her Hair 
Helps? 

Her Hair Helps is some- 
thing I started when I was 
four years old to help kids 
with Cancer who are getting 
treatments and fighting can- 
cer. I also want to help their 
families. 

2) How did you get in- 
volved? 

(My friend) Olivia’s grand- 
mother had cancer. Her head 
was bald, and when I asked 
my mom why, she explained 
cancer. 

I wanted to share my hair 
when I heard kids have to do 
treatments too. I would like to 
visit & make the kids happy. 


My mom told me I could 
help, and I have been working 
towards it for a while now, but 
I wiant to reach my goal by 
Jan. 2019 when I am ten. 

4) Why does Her Hair Helps 
matter to you? 

Her Hair Helps matters to 
me because it will help other 
children who are sick, and 
make their days better. 

5) How long have you been 
doing Her Hair Helps? 

Since I was four, I decided 
not to cut m ange so I can do- 
nate it to sick children. But my 
whole life I have never cut my 
hair. I won’t until Iam ten and 
have reached my goal. 

6) What are some of your 
other interests? Hobbies? 
Favourite class? 

Iam ina Tae Kwon Do class 
in Brampton, I like to read, 
and my favourite class is 
math. I love to play with shop- 
kins, and collect Beanie Boos. 
I also love everything emoji! 

7) What can others do if 
they would like to get involved 
or donate to HHH? 

I have a Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/her- 
hairhelps), which has links to 
a donation page. 

Also, my mom helps me get 
toys, clothing, stuff animals & 
other useful things to donate 
to the kids and families. 


Harleyah of Her Hair Helps (Photos Courtesy of 


LoveYourPhotos.ca) 


Brampton set to enter Smart Cities Challenge 


Brampton is set to enter 
the federal government’s 
Smart Cities Challenge. 

Open to all Canadian 
municipalities, local or re- 
gional governments and In- 
digenous communities 
(First Nations, Inuit, and 
Métis), the Smart Cities 
Challenge encourages com- 
munities to adopt a smart 
cities approach to improve 
the lives of their residents 
through innovation, data 
and connected technology. 

Brampton could be eli- 
gible for up to $50 million 
during the challenge, which 
awards finalists with sup- 
port and prize money to 
a develop their propos- 
als. 

The city is working to 
follow the approach build- 
ing towards a “future- 
ready” city, with a 
continued focus on thinking 
big to fuel the community’s 


vibrancy. 

Some recent smart cities 
initiatives include: 

- The Brampton Geo- 
Hub, an award-winning 
open data platform and col- 
laborative technology that 
makes it easier for people to 
access public information. 

The GeoHub features 
initiative-driven tools that 
help increase transparency 
and foster innovation. 

- By-law Enforcement 
mobile inspections, en- 
abling quicker response 
times for Enforcement offi- 
cers. Enforcement officers 
have an app linked with 
their service request appli- 
cation, which allows them 
to update service requests 
with notes and photographs 
from their smartphones 
while in the field. This al- 
lows for more inspections 
per day. 

- Computer-Aided Dis- 


patching (CAD) and Auto- 
matic Vehicle Location 
(AVL) systems on Bramp- 
ton Transit busses. This 
real-time technology pro- 
vides customers with a reli- 
able, informative and 
convenient public transit 
system with real-time next 
bus information available 
online and by email, text 
and phone. 

Transit Signal Priority 
technology is also equipped 
on buses, which allows a 
bus to lengthen a green sig- 
nal or shorten a red signal at 
certain intersections, result- 
ing in enhanced schedule 
reliability. 

In a release last week, 
city officials said that the 
key to winning the Smart 
Cities Challenge is under- 
standing residents’ current 
issues through public en- 
gagement. 

“This competition, like 


the Amazon H2Q bid, is an- 
other exciting opportunity 
for our city to become a 
leader in innovation and ex- 
cellence,” said Mayor Linda 
Jeffrey. “Over the last year, 
we have undertaken un- 
precedented public engage- 
ment—this has helped us 
better understand and im- 
prove the lives of our resi- 
dents.” 

As part of the Planning 
Vision framework, the City 
has undertaken an unprece- 
dented public engagement 
program, engaging over 
11,000 ~=sresidents = and 
achieving 420,000 corpo- 
rate impressions through 
social media. 

The outputs from these 
data sources will be built 
upon in partnership with 
the community to develop a 
challenge statement. 

In developing its Smart 
Cities Challenge proposal, 


the City has said it will con- 
tinue to actively engage res- 
idents to determine how 
best they can make an im- 


pact on the people who call 
Brampton home. 

Winners will be an- 
nounced in Spring 2019. 
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Mississauga to Install Innovative Dog 
Waste Containers in Local Parks 


A new initiative to create re- 
newable energy - with a 
unique source - will soon be 
installed in parks across Mis- 
sissauga. 

The city announced last 
week that it would be launch- 
ing a one-year pilot program 
that will convert dog waste 
into renewable energy and fer- 
tilizer. 

Fifteen in-ground dog waste 
containers will be installed 
across eight City parks includ- 
ing the Animal Services facility 
this spring. 

Community Services com- 
missioner Paul Mitcham says 
that dog waste is frequently 


placed in recycling bins in city 
parks where it contaminates 
the entire bin, meaning it has 
to go into a landfill. 

“With approximately 
300,000 dogs in Mississauga, 
these innovative containers 
have the potential to be well- 
used and can improve the cor- 
rect collection of dog waste in 
city parks,” he said. 

City staff collaborated with 
Sutera Inc., to design a fully 
in-ground concrete container 
that holds dog waste for up to 
six weeks. Storing the waste 
below ground where it is 
cooler and out of direct sun- 
light reduces odour and 


Photo Courtesy of Pixabay.com 


means that the waste can be 
collected when the container 
is full. 

The waste will be emptied 
by a vacuum truck and taken 
to an organic waste plant 
where it will be safely con- 
verted into energy and fertil- 
izer. 

The city has stated that its 
targets include the collection 
of 60 metric tonnes of dog 
waste annually. 

Approximately 60 per cent 
of uncontaminated mixed-re- 
cyclable material will be col- 
lected, which will go towards 
the Region of Peel’s goal of 75 
per cent waste diversion. 
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Brampton’s Entrepreneur Program breathes new 
life into centuries-old barbering traditions 


In 2010, Jessica Hoach 
and husband/ business 
partner Martin launched 
Eikonic House of Barbers, 
built on entrepreneurial 
dreams and an appreciation 
for the history and craft of 
barbering. 

The shop’s approach and 
vibe tapped into the spirit of 
the time. Eikonic was suc- 
cessful in attracting both 
customers and the attention 
of business organizations, 
winning awards for growth. 

“One of our challenges 
was in staffing,” said Jes- 
sica. “People seemed hesi- 
tant to apply, as if they felt 
they didn’t quality as a bar- 
ber.” 

Jessica and Martin started 
an in-house training pro- 
gram, successfully placing 
about 30 trained barbers, 
and in the process discov- 
ered a love of teaching and 
sharing their passion for the 
barbering tradition. 

The idea for Eikonic Acad- 
emy of Beauty and Barber- 
ing was born. 

Around the time Jessica 
was working on a business 
plan for this new venture 
and exploring resources to 
access, she learned about 


.COM 


6A Brant Avenue 


Hurontario & Lakeshore Road East, Port Credit 


905-278-1374 


fly @PazanGallery 


We restore and print onto archival quality photo paper. 


Original 


Call or email us at 


the Brampton Entrepreneur 
Centre’s Small Business Ac- 
celerator program, which 
helps new or growing busi- 
nesses with advice, mentor- 
ship and financial support. 

She decided it would be 
worth applying, and found 
the experience to be ex- 
tremely helpful. 

“Tt helped me mentally 
prepare for the new venture. 
I wrote a whole new busi- 
ness plan which made me 
that much more confident 
and better able to explain it 
to our business partners,” 
she said. 


| Are you looking to 
restore your old photos? 


Restarted 


to book your appointment 


Jessica and Martin plan to 
open up their new Academy 
sometime over the next few 
months as they work 
through space and logistical 
challenges. 

“We want to teach a skill 
and support a tradition, but 
we also want to support the 
“people” side,” said Jessica. 
“When someone comes in 
for a cut or a style or a 
shave, that experience 
should be a bright spot in 
that person’s day. We want 
our college to achieve this as 
well — teaching the technical 
and interpersonal skills.” 
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Caledon Invests in the Smart Cities 


Caledon is asking local resi- 
dents how data and technology 
can help improve our commu- 
nity. 
The Town is participating in 


Challenge 


the federal government's 
Smart Cities Challenge, with 
the winning communities to 
receive up to $10 million in 
funding to implement their 


plans. 

The Challenge encourages 
communities to submit their 
ideas of how to improve the 
lives of residents through in- 
novation, data and connected 
technology. Funding must be 
used for projects that move 
Caledon towards becoming a 
Smart City. 

A Smart City is defined as 
one that utilizes technology to 
solve challenges and enhance 
its quality of life. Smart city 
projects may include using 
sensor technology to detect 
flooding, traffic and lightin: 
controls that can be adjuste 
from a single location to meet 
current demands, heated 
roadways that can be turned 
on remotely to help melt and 
clear snow and ice. 

A public meeting where 
more information will be pre- 
sented is tentatively scheduled 
for Mar. 7, 2018 - more details 
to be confirmed. 

This facilitated session will 
provide additional opportuni- 
ties to discuss the topics cov- 
ered in the survey. 

For more information or to 
register for the upcoming 
workshop, visit the Town of 
Caledon’s website: www.cale- 
don.ca/en/townhall/smart- 
cities-challenge.asp. 


Celebrate the Third Chapter of Life with 
a New Exhibition at VAM 


Artists from across the 
GTA and Hamilton will be 
taking part in a new exhibi- 
tion this Marc at Visual Arts 
Mississauga (VAM) -- Third 
Chapter: Celebrating Life- 
long Learning. 

The exhibition, presented 
in Levies with CARP 
and the Mississauga Senior 
Council, will run until Feb. 
25,, and celebrates the ben- 
efits of engaging in the arts 
in the latter part of one's life 
(what is commonly referred 
to as the ‘Third Chapter’). 

25 select artists will be in- 
cluded in the show, which 


had an __ overwhelming 
amount of submissions 
from senior artists in the 
community. 

An opening reception and 
artist talk with celebrated 
artist Bev Didur will be held 
on Sunday, Mar. 25 at 2 
p.m. Admission is free. 

VAM executive director 
Annis Karpenko said that 
she is aware of the power 
that art and socializing have 
in a person’s life. 


“The Third Chapter is 
often the most exciting, lib- 
erating and enjoyable time 
of our lives. Our artists ex- 


hibit a wonderful sense of 
joy in sharing their work 
and inspirations with each 
other,” she said. 

In conjunction with this 
exhibition, VAM will also 
host a solo exhibition fea- 
turing the work of senior 
artist Orythia Johnston run- 
ning from Feb. 26 - Mar. 4. 

For more information, call 
(905) 277-4313 or visit 
www.visualartsmissis- 
sauga.com. VAM is located 
at 4170 Riverwood Park 
Lane in Mississauga. 


Reflections on the frontlines of news in journalist’s new memoir 


by Ken Becker 


When the first proof copy 
of my book, The Expat Files: 
My Life in Journalism, ar- 
rived at my house in Clark- 
son, I tore open the familiar 
brown cardboard Amazon 
packaging with an enthusi- 
asm and anticipation not felt 
since I was a kid. 

“You've been waiting for 
this your whole life, dad,” my 
daughter Jodie said a few 
days later when I showed her 
the book. 

She’s not far off. 

In my early twenties, while 
paying my dues and learning 
the craft of reporting and 
writing news, I dreamed of 
someday picking up where 
Hemingway left off, engaging 
in literary combat with Nor- 
man Mailer, going Gonzo 
alongside Hunter S. Thomp- 
son. 

My writing heroes changed 
over the years, but I never 
lost the belief that I would 
someday have a book — 
many books — published. 

All the false starts, frustra- 
tions and disappointments 
are chronicled in The Expat 
Files. What’s not included is 
how this book came about. 


In November 2006, I 
turned sixty, a time for look- 
ing back and trying to figure 
out how I got that far. I 
combed through all the files 
of my working life, from the 
letters I wrote and received 
as a teenager applying for 
newspaper jobs in New York 
-- the Times hired me as a 
copyboy — to the memos and 
emails that ended my career 
at Canadian Press and re- 
vived it at CBC News. 

I leafed through hundreds 
of bylined newspaper and 
magazine clips, exhumed old 
notebooks and cassette tapes 
from interviews I’d_ con- 
ducted as a reporter for 
United Press International, 
Canadian Press, the Toronto 
Sun, and papers in California 
and Maine. 

I knew the stories I wanted 
to tell — about my experi- 
ences covering a triple-mur- 
der-suicide in California, the 
Brooklyn bank robbery that 
went haywire and was de- 
picted in the movie Dog Day 
Afternoon, the case of the 
cannibal bush pilot in the 
Northwest Territories. 

There were also memo- 


rable encounters with Pierre 
Trudeau, who cursed me out, 
Dan Quayle, the U.S. vice 
president who couldn’t spell 
“potato,” and Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu, the rudest 
man I ever met. 

There were strange inter- 
views in hotel rooms: over a 
room-service cart with come- 
dian Richard Pryor; a bed- 
side tete-a-tete with Xaviera 
“The Happy Hooker” Hol- 
lander, a scotch-fueled 
evening with actor Ed Asner. 

All those and much more 
went into the manuscript. I 
finished the second draft on 
May 1, 2007. What happened 
next is in the book. 

Flash forward ten years, to 
last summer, when I decided 
to rewrite the manuscript 
and publish with Amazon. I 
took an axe to the original, 
left in all the juicy bits men- 
tioned above, and added 
more personal stuff than I'd 
ever revealed in my writing — 
the caper to kidnap my 
daughter from a religious 
cult in Europe, the death of 
my infant son in Maine. 

The Kindle and print edi- 
tions came out in late De- 


cember in the United States 
but the paperback took 
weeks more to be released in 
Canada. 

These days, I check the 
sales figures and total up the 
penny ante royalties. The re- 
views are most rewarding. 

I love the ones from what I 
call “civilians” — my electri- 
cian son-in-law, my account- 
ant, an old baseball pal. 

But I take the most satis- 
faction from fellow journal- 
ists and former colleagues. 

And I was really blown 
away by a review from an ed- 
itor I looked up to when I was 
a rookie reporter at UPI in 
New York. 

“T hesitate to use the word 
‘literature’ in reviewing a 
memoir — mostly out of fear 
that my old UPI colleague 
Ken Becker will cross the 
border into his native land, 
track me down, and kill me. 
But literature it is, in the 
finest sense,” wrote Ron 
Cohen, who became manag- 
ing editor of the wire serv- 
ice. 

He concluded: “Read this 
excellent book and take a 
journey through the myste- 
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rious world of journalism 
that denizens of ‘The Out- 
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side World’ rarely are af- 
forded.” 
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MiWay Adds Connections and Schedules to Local Routes 


Service changes to exist- 
ing lanes on the MiWay 
transit system took effect 
this past Monday, bring- 
ing with it additional 
buses and GO Transit 
connections on certain 
routes. 

Customers travelling on 
Route 29 Park Royal- 
Homelands and Route 38 
Creditview will experi- 
ence improved connec- 
tions to GO stations. 

MiWay will also be 
adding additional trips to 
match customer demand 
on several routes includ- 
ing Route 42 Derry and 
61A Mavis-Sheridan. 

Route 34 Credit Valley 
and 48 Erin Mills now in- 
clude stops at Credit Vally 
Hospital. 

Route and schedules re- 
vised to service bus stops 
along Eglinton Avenue, 
via the 35 and 35A lines. 

The Skymark Hub be- 
tween Explorer Drive and 
Commerce Boulevard will 
no longer be serviced. 

The 36 (Colonial-Ridge- 
way) route and schedule 
have also been revised. 

The Dundas/Vega loop 
and Glen Erin Drive be- 
tween The Collegeway 
and Burnhamthorpe 
Road will no longer be 
serviced. 

Route and schedules on 


the 48 (Erin Mills) line 
have been revised to serv- 
ice bus stops inside the 
Credit Valley Hospital 
site. 

The service improve- 
ments are part of the 
MiWay 5 Service Plan 
(2016-2020), which is in 
its third year. The five- 
year plan will shift buses 
to a grid network that al- 
lows more frequent buses 
along main corridors and 
delivers more direct serv- 
ices. 

Earlier this month, a 
discount program for 
low-income residents in 
Mississauga came into ef- 
fect. Residents who qual- 
ify can apply for a 50 per 
cent discount off the reg- 
ular cost of a monthly 
MiWay transit pass. 

The initiative, labeled 
the MiWay Affordable 
Transit Program (ATP), is 
a partnership between the 
City of Mississauga and 
the Region of Peel. 

The program will im- 
prove the quality of life 
for low-income residents 
by providing better access 
to employment opportu- 
nities and community 
services, said Region of 
Peel human services com- 
missioner Janice Sheeh. 

Mississauga residents 
earning an income below 


Easterfest Takes Over 
Downey’s Farm This March! 


Downey’s Farm in Caledon 
will host the 17th annual East- 
erfest, which runs on the week- 
end of March 24 - 25 and March 
30 - Apr. 1. 

Come out and enjoy an as- 
sortment of egg-sellent activties 
which will run from 10 a.m. - 5 
p.m. each day, and includes 
wagon rides, live magic and 
puppet shows, face painting, 
easter crafts, the Easter Egg 
Scramble, baby farm animals 
and much, much more. 

Due to ground conditions 
caused by melting snow, only 
those structures which are per- 


manent in the farm’s play area 
are available. These include 
wooden structures (Monster 
Truck, Pirate Ship, Train), and 
Goat Mountain slide. The 
Farmyard Play Area reopens 
mid-May. 

Come early to the festival to 
avoid disappointment, and 
don’t forget to wear your boots! 

Admission is $13 per person 
(children and edule For more 
information, visit 
www.downeysfarm.com/down 
eys-farm-market- 
easterfest.htm. 


the Low Income Measure 
thresholds are eligible to 
apply for a subsidy of 50 
per cent off of a MiWay 
monthly pass by visiting 
peelregion.ca/atfordable- 
transit. 

Applications will be ac- 
cepted on a first come, 
first serve basis. 

Applicants require a re- 
cent Notice of Assessment 
and a registered PRESTO 
card. 

The program was initi- 
ated last fall by Peel Re- 
gional Council and 
Mississauga City Council 
approved the MiWay Af- 
fordable Transit Pilo, fol- 
lowing a_ successful 
two-year pilot program. 

Results showed that the 
program allowed resi- 
dents with limited finan- 
cial means to access 
employment and commu- 
nity services. 

According to the re- 
gion’s research, for every 
dollar invested, the social 
return on investment is 
$3.98. Pilot results also 
showed evidence of par- 
ticipants accessing vari- 
ous services in the 
community. 

For more information 
on service changes to 
MiWay, visit 
miway.ca/miway5. 


Port Credit Secondary School Launches Food Drive for Local Charities 
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Port Credit Secondary School Council and Student Activity Council are hosting a food and sock drive fundraiser from February 20th 

to February 23rd daily from 8:00 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. 
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Sixth Annual Port Credit Comedy 
Festival Leaves Guests Roaring 


Four sold-out nights tells 
you the whole story. 

For the sixth straight 
year, the Port Credit BIA 
entertained guests at the 
sixth annual P.C. Comedy 
Festival, featuring some of 
Canada’s biggest comics. 

The iconic Clarke Memo- 
rial Hall was just big 
enough to keep the crowd 
intimate to the comics, and 
audiences were left rolling 
in the aisles with the hilar- 
ious (and sometimes risky) 
humor. 

Comedy Festival man- 
ager Phil Laconte and Port 
Credit BIA general man- 
ager Ellen Timms said it 
was another stellar year, 
and the only tweak they 
may want to do for 2018 is 
expanding to a_ second 
venue. 

"(We) continue to at- 
tempt to feature entertain- 
ment events year-round, in 
keeping with us being the 
entertainment capital of 
Mississauga," Timms said. 


The festival ran from 
Feb. 15 - 18, and included 
notable comedians includ- 
ing Jon Dore, Nathan Mac- 
Intosh, Sandra Battaglini 
and Courtney Gilmour. 
Peel Weekly News’ digital 
manager, Alex Gregory, 
was at the kick off event on 
the 15th. "It was another 
spectacular event, with all 
the comics bringing their 
"A" game," he said. 

Publisher Peter Whitaker 
attended the final night on 
Sunday. "Anytime your 
host is someone 
of the caliber of 
Mike _ Bullard, 
you're in for a 
fun night." 

Guests were 
treated to 
Mikes's hosing 
duties through- 
out the entire 
three hours, and 
his familiarity to 
the Port Credit 
area only en- 
hanced the 


evening. 

Female comic Sandra 
Battaglini wowed the 
crowd with her Wood- 
bridge-bred Italian hu- 
mour, while Nathan 
Macintosh finished the 
evening off with witty and 
timely conversation about 
the state of affairs between 
Canada and the USA, leav- 
ing the crowd in stitches. 

For information on next 
year’s event or other festi- 
vals in Port Credit, visit 
portcredit.com. 
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Brampton announces plans to support 
manufacturing superclusters 


The federal government 
announced a strategy to 
build an advanced manufac- 
turing supercluster for 
Canada has qualified for fed- 
eral investments under the 
Government of Canada’s In- 
novation Superclusters Ini- 
tiative. 

Braap ton has partnered 
with its local board of trade 
to deliver a talent develop- 
ment proposal, which they 
are ens funding for as 
part of the larger superclus- 
ter project. 

In support of this proposal 
and the overall bid, the city 
has been actively engaged in 
the process, and will remain 
engaged as funding deci- 
sions are made over the 
coming years. 

Councillor Jeff Bowman, 
who chairs the city’s eco- 
nomic development and cul- 
ture board, said that the 
announcement plays into 
the city’s strengths. 

“The scope of the ad- 
vanced manufacturing sec- 
tor in Brampton, and the 
capabilities of our post-sec- 
ondary partners enhances 
the possibilities for jobs and 


investment that this new 
funding brings,” he said ina 
statement last week. 

The newly incorporated 
Next Generation Manufac- 
Aaa Canada (NGM 
Canada), will be the lead in 
leveraging more than 
$800M in proposed invest- 
ments by industry and the 
federal government, in turn 
funding proposals and proj- 
ects to create new opportu- 
nities for firms, supply 
chains, communities, and 
thousands of Canadians em- 
ployed in key industry seg- 
ments. 

The supercluster focused 
on the Greater Toronto and 
Hamilton areas. Brampton 
has a significant presence in 
advanced manufacturing, 
active business partners, 
and eee post-secondary 

artners like Sheridan Col- 

ege and Ryerson University. 

Manufacturing accounts 
for more than 35,000 jobs in 
Brampton, provided by ap- 
proximately 900 companies. 

One in five people in 
Brampton work in manufac- 
turing, and stakeholders like 
Sheridan’s Centre for Ad- 


vanced Manufacturing and 
Design Technologies and 
Sheridan’s Skilled Trades 
Centre provide strength and 
development in the sector 

The supercluster provides 
several initiatives: 

- Co-invesingt in collabo- 
rative, industry-led projects 
in things like vision systems, 
AI, IoT, data security, robot- 
ics, advanced materials, and 
additive manufacturing 

- Supporting the creation 
of new tools, testbeds, and 
infrastructure to help create 
the next generation of man- 
ufacturing firms 

- Building an ecosystem of 
supports and services that 
accelerate technology adop- 
tion in manufacturing i.e. 
technology readiness assess- 
ments, training and skills 
development, and go-to- 
market support 

This is a unique SRR ee 
nity for our city, local busi- 
ness, and post-secondary 
institutions to invest in new 
technology, R&D, and train- 
ing new workers,” Mayor 
Linda Jeffrey said. 


It’s coming soon. 
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